
 The Mayor of Hollywoodland
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This one hour period drama follows Callum Wilder - a film executive in 1930s Hollywood 
who serves as a "fixer" protecting his studio's bottom line at the risk of losing his soul.

The Golden Age 
It is a time of magic when the country needs a miracle.  During the 1930s,
America is profoundly crippled by its worst economic downfall.  The romanticized 
storytelling of motion pictures offers a distraction. And profits are soaring. The creative and 
technological growth spurt that began with the introduction of talkies goes into overdrive 
leading to the greatest output of films that mean something and will stand as classics well 
into the 21st century.  It is one of the most fascinating epochs in the motion picture 
industry. Glamorous girls, leading men with swoon appeal and stories catering to both our 
collective and personal desires keep audiences watching and yearning to take their places.  
Movies make an impact all over the world and studios are cropping up everywhere, but 
the central heart of production, the place where dreams come true... is Hollywood.  

The World of Hollywoodland 
Mad Men and Madison Avenue in the Counter-Culture Decade.
Boardwalk Empire and Prohibition Era Atlantic City.
The Mayor of Hollywoodland and The Studio System.  This is an homage to the 
Hollywood of our imaginings - an insider's look into the dream factories and what makes 
them run seen through the eyes of our Don Draper/Nucky Thompson, Callum Wilder. This 
is a fictional drama series inspired by its time with hints of noir not afraid to explore 
complex themes like sin and redemption. 

The show's nostalgia effect is itself a character.  The visual look will excite contemporary 
television viewers. Los Angeles as it was - the seedy to the sublime.  Classic cars, sunkissed 
beaches, palatial studios, etc. Fashion is also well served. Men wear fedoras and double-
breasted suits. Women in fingerwave hairstyles don floral print chiffon dresses and fur 
stoles. Style and elegance flow from champagne bottles at places like the Mocambo, Ciro's 
or The Brown Derby. Characters cannot resist the sex (both graphic and subtle) and sex 
appeal. These golden gods and goddesses titillate viewers giving them the opportunity to 
live vicariously week after week.  Audiences will root for and want to be them.
 



The Characters
CALLUM WILDER is who Ray Donovan was in a past life.  Not yet 40, Callum is first 
generation Irish American who grew up in New York's Hell's Kitchen.  Charismatic, 
ruggedly handsome with a complex and troubled past he does not discuss. Knowing that 
as Vice President of Production he is the standard bearer for the studio Callum is Mr. Calm, 
Cool and Collected.  He cuts a dashing figure smoothing over a series of calamities, 
misfortunes and crimes committed by the sheep in his flock without judgment.  How he 
feels about getting dirt under his fingernails he keeps to himself.  Callum is most alive at the 
studio talking, living, breathing films.  Alone, in the dark watching the flickering images is 
the only time he feels at peace. 

DOLORES "DOLLY" O'MALLEY WILDER - during the silent era, Dolly O was a girl with 
oomph.  She traded the hard work it takes to be a successful actress for the hard work of 
being Mrs. Callum Wilder.  Mother of three: Catherine Cecile "C.C." (14) and twin sons 
Jimmy and Teddy (11), Dolly regrets what life might have been had she not taken the bird 
in the hand.  Resentment keeps her chained to the Beverly Hills home she thinks of as her 
prison.  She fills her afternoons shopping, gardening or playing Bridge with other wives. 
Drinking and affairs with young men offer a sort of relief as it slowly dawns on her Callum 
feels equally trapped in their outwardly enviable but undeniably stagnant marriage.  

 PALADIN STUDIOS  
First built in 1919 as a base of operation for the newly formed United Artists. The original 
property was sold to brothers Norman and Jay Frankel in 1921 then expanded into a 
competitive production studio complete with state-of-the-art glass-enclosed stages to use 
available sunlight when filming. A Paladin film usually features a plucky hero/heroine who 
must triumph over tragedy.  At the 2nd Motion Picture Academy Awards Paladin Pictures 
took home it's first Oscars for Art Direction and Sound Recording.

JUDAH FRANKEL - (40s); known as "JAY" he is Vice President and General Manager of 
Paladin Studios which he and his older brother founded. Second generation German 
Jewish-Americans from Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, the Frankel brothers got into motion 
pictures through nickelodeons.  A decade later, Jay's sports car and hedonistic behavior 
are attributed to mid-life crisis.  Never been married and childless, he is an alcoholic, 
womanizing, perpetual adolescent with a flinty core. He plays to win; a vindictive, risk-
taking SOB who holds grudges; your favorite uncle until he cuts your throat. 

GRACE SARAZIN - A graduate of St. Joseph Business School in Bennington, Vermont.  
Attractive and intelligent (late 20s), if anyone thinks of Grace it is as Callum's eyes and ears.  



She is a hard-working iron maiden.  Friendly, but not social very few people know that 
Grace is a single mother of a five year old daughter.  Her neighbors think she is a widow, 
but she is actually on the run from an abusive husband.  She always has her guard up,  
fearful he will track them down.

CONTRACT PLAYERS
TASH HAROUTUNIAN - Up and coming director (early 30s); born in Istanbul. Tash's 
father and older brother were killed by Ottoman soldiers in 1916.  He and his surviving 
family became part of the Armenian diaspora and found their way to Los Angeles. Tash 
started as a cameraman for Thomas Ince's Triangle Picture Company then was hired at 
Paladin as an assistant director.  He is the show's working man conscience, agonizing 
every time he is asked to look the other way. The greater his success, the more his moral 
compass is tested. Married, with an infant son, he can only take so much temptation.

ALICE THOM - Paladin's musical star.  Born Mary Alice Thompson, Alice has been 21 for 
the last 3 years. She began on the vaudeville circuit in West Texas as a child.  Her mother 
got her an audition with impresario David Belasco in New York where he cast her in 
several plays.  She was offered a contract by Jay Frankel in 1929. Being a professional child 
actress/singer/dancer and family breadwinner took its toll.  To get through a grueling 
sixteen hour work day, Alice began using drugs and has developed a severe morphine 
addiction.  Now estranged from her family, Alice is on her own but sends money home to 
El Paso. She is a fragile soul and people-pleaser who leans on her gay best friend (cowboy 
star CURT STEELE) for help. With the fortunes of the studio resting on her shoulders, Alice 
is cracking. Unless she gets the help and support she needs, she will not survive.

GRAHAM TULL - The cocksure, quick-tempered 26-year old director is one of the wealthy 
Tull family of New York and Palm Beach. Groton and Princeton educated, Graham 
rejected law school and Wall Street as his family wanted and was hired through nepotism. 
His grandfather financed the Frankels in purchasing the studio.  He is relegated to B-
pictures because arrogant and entitled does not work with Callum who constantly reminds 
this kid he does not have what it takes to be a decent human being, let alone a quality 
motion picture director.  Graham will do anything to prove him wrong.  

POLLY ATKINSON - From Riverside, California she is, at 22, the youngest reader in the 
Story Department.  Her job is to read novels, comic books, magazine articles, plays, short 
stories, poems, advertising mailers, anything to find a suitable idea for a Paladin picture.  
Polly does not want to be a Reader forever, she wants to write and maybe direct like her 
idols Frances Marion, Lois Weber and Dorothy Parker.  Itching to get in the game, the girl's 
got spunk and the talent to match.  Polly dislikes the double standard against women in the 
factory culture and must toughen up if she is to break the glass ceiling.  Polly's journey will 
test her ability and see exactly what she is made of.  How much does she want it?

GENEVA LORING  - The European (via Austria and Switzerland) exotic.  Lean, blonde and 
forbidding.  The allure of Dietrich combined with the mystery of Garbo makes her box 
office gold.  She lives openly (at least to the Hollywood community) with eccentric 
Brazilian painter MARIA ARIAS. They aren't Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas, they are 



wild and expressive whether it's sunbathing nude, brawling or espousing radical political 
notions. Geneva's got the star power, yet, in private she is prone to dark mood swings and 
feels the emptiness that comes with this lifestyle. She yearns for something more and may 
be willing to sacrifice her free-wheeling relationship and career to find what that is.

EDWARD RAWLINGS - Los Angeles Police Commissioner; father of SIGGY RAWLINGS 
(the UCLA sorority girl Jay hires as a publicity assistant to be an asset and pawn to control 
Ed).  Ultra conservative with a rigid religious backbone, he will not suffer immorality of any 
kind.  His wife is in an asylum for mental illness. Ed won't divorce her.  He keeps her 
locked away for her own protection. Appears later in the season, ultimately becoming 
Callum's prime adversary in his quest to purge the studio system of corruption.

HISTORICAL FIGURES
*  IT SHOULD BE NOTED: THE MAYOR OF HOLLYWOODLAND IS A WORK OF 
FICTION.  While a handful of noted personages will appear here & there and now & then 
they are by no means the focus of the series and hence no life rights issues will arise to 
hamper production or take away from the series' cool factor or intrigue.

PEG ENTWISTLE - the English actress who emigrated to the New York stage finding 
notable success.  Desperate to be an "it" girl, Peg arrives in Los Angeles and struggles for a 
contract.  Becoming Callum's mistress, Peg maintains the naive expectation that she will get 
the happy ending she deserves.  It is this kind of blind faith that crushes dreams.

PASQUALE "PAT" DICICCO - an agent and movie producer rumored to manage the 
Hollywood business interests of Lucky Luciano and the New York mob. Luciano is moving 
in and DiCicco is making room in the studios for him.  This means Callum and Jay must 
find a way to play ball if they want Paladin and, more important, themselves to survive.

CARL LAEMMLE, JR. "JUNIOR" - scion and namesake of the Universal Studios founder 
with a reputation for being impulsive.  A garrulous, jittery man of questionable stability, he 
gets under Jay's skin much as Graham does to Callum.  Junior and Jay's mutual dislike 
deepens with each encounter.  Jay's machinations cause Junior to slowly unravel, bringing 
the downfall of Hollywood's oldest studio and Paladin's biggest rival.

The Pilot  
The introduction is a snapshot of life inside the factory.  Who is Callum Wilder and what 
does he do?  This is a typical forty-eight hours...  

Benedict Canyon, one of the burgeoning celebrity enclaves popping up in the film 
community, in the early morning of Labor Day 1932.  TASH HAROUTUNIAN hears 
gunshots and climbs the hill to find the body of his neighbor Metro Goldwyn Mayer 
executive Paul Bern.  Bern's wife actress Jean Harlow is not home, but his killer, his 
common law wife attacks Tash with a knife.  He knocks her out and calls not the police, 
but his boss - CALLUM WILDER.  



Callum leaves the comfort of his private screening room where he has been watching 
footage of Bette Davis, one of his contract players.  As Bern is an MGM executive, Callum 
and his Metro counterpart HOWARD STRICKLING fix the scene.  

Day Two.  Studio boss JAY FRANKEL is hungover after a weekend of drinking, gambling 
and womanizing.  His first order of business is signing six month renewal contracts for 
starlets (done the first of every month).  He has one of the girls sent up to service him.

Paladin's number one star, ALICE THOM can't get a musical sequence right and requests 
to fix her hem after it tears. She has a serious addiction no one wants to address.  Alice 
returns, but passes out in front of the camera. Jay insists she be given a pick me up, a 
cocktail of pills to get her through the rest of filming. The doctor warns that her habit is very 
serious.  Alice is a morphine addict and will die unless she gets help immediately.

Callum is stopped by a motorcycle cop, but not for reckless driving.  The cop gives him a 
heads up to get over to GENEVA LORING's house. Her partner MARIA ARIAS has 
accidentally shot someone in the head while shooting at the cawing birds in the tree 
outside her bedroom window.  Callum instructs his Publicity chief to design the cover up.  
 
When Callum arrives at work Jay directs him to "put a lock on Alice."  Jay also says he has 
renewed SIGGY RAWLINGS' contract for another six months. Callum cringes.  He thinks 
Siggy is a non-acting, non-starting klutz.  Jay responds, "Her father is the last honest cop in 
Los Angeles.  We'll need him when he's Police Commissioner." 

Callum dumps the bad news on Jay - Bette Davis has refused a script, the prestige picture 
of the year, "The Edwardians" and an actor whom they have on loan from Universal has 
laryngitis and will not be able to make the film they have him for.  Jay is furious at JUNIOR 
LAEMMLE, feeling Universal cheated him on the deal.  He promises to get even.

So Callum's agenda for the day: 1) Find a replacement for the actor with laryngitis 2) Meet 
with Bette Davis 3) Fix Geneva and Maria's shooting incident 4) Find a position for Siggy 
Rawlings 5) Reward Tash for his silence  6) Keep Alice clean.  And it's not even lunch.

#1... Seeking a replacement actor, he happens upon upstart screen test director, GRAHAM 
TULL bullying ingenue PEG ENTWISTLE.   Callum invites her to his office for free movie 
passes as an apology.

BETTE DAVIS wants out of her contract as she has been offered one at Warner Brothers. 
#2... Callum manipulates her by timing Peg's arrival to pick up the free passes to let Bette 
see she can easily be replaced.  Bette gets the message and storms out.  Callum and Peg 
make a connection, however fleeting.

The young man Maria Arias shot will live, but it will cost the studio to keep it quiet.  
Another item on the day's agenda #3 - check.  ... Callum goes to his Business Affairs VP for 
the funds.  He is warned to curtail the spending because the bosses in New York are 



noticing. Governor Roosevelt will win election in November and has drastic plans for the 
future.  "Change is coming, chum, better get ready."

Despite his dizzying pace, Callum takes a break to counsel a director.  This is where 
Callum excels, his passion shows in the joy with which he delivers his notes.

Callum asks his secretary GRACE SARAZIN to find something for Siggy where she is out of 
the way and won't break anything.   #4... Grace assigns Siggy to the publicity department.  
Next, she tells Paladin's jaded top screenwriter to do some re-writes before he leaves for 
the day.  

Instead of writing, he lies and manipulates story analyst POLLY ATKINSON to use her 
writing sample then substitutes his own name on it. 

Suspecting Alice's dealer is on PAT DICICCO's payroll, Callum calls Strickling to ask for an 
introduction then talks to Tash.  #5... Tash is given the chance to direct "The Edwardians" 
something every director in town would love.  Tash knows he is up to the challenge, but 
understands this is payment for his silence in the Bern matter. His conscience nags.
 
Graham confronts Callum about giving Tash chances, but not him.  Callum responds he 
has been given every advantage yet remains a spoiled, conceited child of privilege.

Polly learns she's been had and her name left off the script.  Graham, stinging from his 
encounter with Callum, bitterly advises Polly to see the truth.  She needs to take control or 
she will always lose.  Polly burns the work she did noting there will be other scripts.  

Hollywood after dark.  Callum accompanies  Jay to the luxe Cocoanut Grove where he 
meets DiCicco.  All smiles and polite chat but between the lines they agree to do business. 

Instead of going home, Callum enjoys the solitude of the lot and the view of the 
Hollywoodland sign. Before leaving DiCicco delivers the last item on his agenda... #6.  
Alice's drug dealer is the wardrobe assistant. Morphine is sewn into Alice's costumes.

Callum goes to her home; the wardrobe assistant is a sexy woman wearing only a silk robe.  
Crackling with eroticism, she and Callum play cat-and-mouse unsure how far either is 
willing to go.  As they close in on one another, her naked body pressed against him, 
Callum coldly fires her.  The confrontation gets physical when he drags her into the 
bedroom and tosses her clothes at her, telling her she is leaving town or else.  She 
threatens to take his studio down "brick by brick" by telling all she knows to Louella 
Parsons.  When that fails she asks if he knows who she works for.  Callum responds, "Who 
do you think turned you in?"  As a final expression of disbelief she screams that he can't 
do this.  His reply, "Honey, with my eyes closed" is delivered with such snark as to render 
her breathless, bowed by his swagger.

But is it too late? Alice hosts a dinner party, but shoots up in her bathroom with guests in 
the dining room.  She is in full throttle self-destruct.  This high may be her last.



It's been a very long two days. When Callum finally gets home, instead of going upstairs 
with his wife, DOLLY (despite a steamy moment that surprises them both), he disappears 
into his screening room ending as he began, alone with a bottle of bourbon and a screen 
test.  This time Peg's, full of promise and hope.

The Broad Strokes
If The Mayor of Hollywoodland were a classic film, it would be an epic.  Each character 
part of the engine giving it's own unique answer to the central question.  The central 
question for season one is: What am I willing to do to survive?

ECONOMIC MISFORTUNE & MISMANAGEMENT
With box office receipts being forty percent what they had been, Jay tries to keep the studio 
out of receivership.  Through a series of bad financial decisions and personal 
misjudgments (gambling, booze and women) not to mention his ongoing battle to destroy 
JUNIOR LAEMMLE and take over Universal Studios, Jay has to decide how to cover the 
losses.  His risk-taking leads him right into the hands of Pat DiCicco and his east coast 
crime bosses.  Just before Paladin Studios is to be acquired by the mafia Jay makes a deal 
with ED RAWLINGS and the district attorney that thwarts DiCicco and saves his studio.  

SCANDAL
Alice's drug addiction leads to a "show marriage" with closeted Western actor CURT 
STEELE.  Alice faces her demons and falls many times before she can stand.  The traditional 
detox cures don't treat addiction as illness and a new cycle of self-destruction begins after 
each return.  Alice is in a downward spiral.  No one can help her, nor does she want to 
help herself.  By the end of the season, an overdose will leave her near death.  Curt has no 
choice but to put her in a psychiatric facility.  A snake pit - for her own good.

SECRETS & LIES
The distance between Callum and Dolly grows insurmountable as their marriage falls 
apart. He begins a relationship with Peg and she has multiple affairs with young men, 
particularly black and Latino men.  The Wilders somehow manage to hang on for the sake 
of their family, however history shows that Peg Entwistle becomes one of the most famous 
casualties of the busted dream when her body is found at the base of the renown 
Hollywoodland sign. Her death has always been listed as a suicide, but in the world of 
Hollywoodland Callum fixes the biggest scandal of his career. Callum's teenage daughter 
C.C. WILDER is responsible for Peg's death, hating the woman who came between her 
parents. The guilt will become both the glue that keeps the father and daughter together 
and the wedge that drives them apart.

Episode Structure
Each episode would feature an A story from one of the broad strokes, a B story about one 
of the films Paladin has in various stages of production and a one episode C story where 
Callum puts out a fire.  Sample stories:



1.  After Alice is arrested in a drug bust on skid row, Callum assigns Siggy Rawlings to be 
her shadow.  Siggy becomes Alice's confidante, caretaker and soon, her accomplice.  

2. Dolly's curiosity about the estate being built on the next lot leads her to Paul Williams,  
the successful African-American architect who designed homes for celebrities including 
Joan Crawford and Lucille Ball.  Dolly has an affair with one of his construction workers. 

3. Tash is followed and run off the road by a drunk driver.  Thinking it was deliberate and 
he will be killed for what he knows, he agrees to work as a confidential informant for Ed 
Rawlings in exchange for protection.

4. While Alice is secreted off to a clinic, Curt meets a ranch hand who tempts him to stay in 
New Mexico and live happily ever after as a real cowboy.  Callum must bring him back.

5. Callum takes Peg away for a romantic weekend that turns when he ends the affair;  
Grace, in charge - overwhelmed and annoyed, attends a premiere in Callum's place and 
runs into David Selznick who offers her a position on his team.  

6. A famous Broadway playwright and drunken lout is brought on to do re-writes for "The 
Edwardians" and butts heads with Polly who is assigned as his typist.

7. A child actress is being groomed but has an awful stage mother creating problems. 

8.  Polly and Graham (Yin & Yang) use his inheritance and team up to write and direct 
short films in order to move their careers to the next level.  It leads to a "will they or won't 
they?" relationship.

9.  Geneva has an affair with her married director and becomes pregnant.  She must decide 
whether she wants to have the baby and if/how to tell Maria.

Themes & Metaphors 
Paladin Studios - The image of the red paladin knight stands like an overlord at the gates. 
While it is meant to represent chivalry and courage,  the factory atmosphere is a metaphor 
for oppression. Behind walls, locked in contracts, chained to commitments are akin to life 
in a labor camp. Callum yearns for his freedom, but is trapped.  Trapped at work.  Trapped 
in his marriage. Trapped by his past.  Even his attempt at freedom through the affair with 
Peg is a trap.  Callum is a rusted knight.

"The Edwardians" - an era of political and cultural evolution.  Callum's journey to get the 
film made mirrors his own evolution.  Jumping through the production hoops physicalizes 
and makes cinematic what would otherwise be a dull and overly indulgent internal 
character struggle for the freedom to do what he wants.

Illusion - the gilded facade suggests that life is beautiful for the beautiful people.  But 



happiness in Hollywoodland is an illusion. The films being churned out are not reality and 
nothing is as it seems.  Everyone lies.  The characters create stories detailing happy endings 
yet have no idea how to create it for themselves.  

Seasons Two & Three
If the first season is about doing what's necessary to survive in the face of change then the 
second season would explore the consequences of those actions.  Facades were built and 
now there are cracks. The central question for season two:  Is this who I want to be? 

Both Adolph Hitler and Franklin Roosevelt assume leadership in 1933.  Major players 
advocate a boycott of Nazi Germany.  Thus many characters are forced to look within 
themselves to see something more important than money, fame or success.  

The fear of exposure they face at the end of season two has the characters backing 
themselves into corners they cannot get out of.  They crash and burn leading to the central 
question for season three: How do I start over?

Who will be able to resurrect their careers and themselves after a season two shakeup 
leads to major scandals, a management change and even deaths of series favorites?  

The Denouement
To be clear, The Mayor of Hollywoodland is a show business show that is not about show 
biz. The Great Depression is a rich canvas to paint in terms of how society reacts in the 
face of upheaval.  An era seen through the eyes of characters working in the business of 
escape and deception, living their lives as lies they tell themselves to survive the times.  

We do this in the 21st century as well.  War, financial turmoil, racism, sexism are still very 
much part of the national discussion and The Mayor of Hollywoodland is not afraid to 
tackle those and other explicit material such as abortion, religion and homosexuality. As 
Mad Men and Boardwalk Empire have done oh so successfully, the show resonates with 
the viewer emotionally, intellectually and visually through striking images and protracted 
storytelling that rewards patience. Audiences will be drawn into this world that tells them 
don't look behind the facade just live the illusion. The party stopped when the stock 
market crashed, but in the Golden Age of Hollywood, everyone can still chase the dream.  


